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Friday 12th January 


10.00 -10.30 Coffee 

10.30 -12.30 Self-determination and power 


A small panel of three (?) speakers who will 
give 20 - 25 minute inputs on their own perspectives. Possible 
contributors include: Sorley MacLean 

another- Scetti sh-wr i t e r /th e at re person? 
a Scottish Chvld member?’ 3 "UnJ£ 
a commentator/critic who can cross 
fol i tical /cultural/artisi tic-boundaries?? 

12.30 -1.45 LUNCH 

1.45 -3.15 Workshop groups 

3,15 Coffee/tea in group rooms 

4.00 - 4.30 Plenary Panel discussion 


'I'RA £>iTIO N/ Ct/lA <\ ST£/VC£ 

LAvQiASE b* dgQ-YiYl 


Mogi vorv th;dNc;'o 


4.30 - 7.30 


No programme- bar open, book stalls, displays 


7.30 - 12.00 Readings, concert & Celeidh 


As well as the listed platform speakers, an invited membership 
would comprise about one third of the participants. These would 
include 15 workshop group leaders; a number of Scottish writers, 
critics, and commentators from a range of spheres; a similar 
group from furth of Scotland; about 30 (2 per workshop) people 
who are prepared to give a short input/account of their own 
efforts at determination. These could include: members of 
community action groups - tenants groups, anti -dampness in 
housing campaigners, women’s groups, ethnic rights groups, the 
peace movement/anti nuclear campaigners, workers’ co-ops, youth 
groups etc. etc. 

All writers and musicians who are attending will be invited to 
perform/read in the evening events. 

The remainder of the membership will be drawn up by application 
through publicity. 
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Proposal for a 


SELF-DETERMINATION & POWER event 


DATES: 10, 11, 12 January 1990 
LOCATION: Pearce Institute, Govan 


Organised and Supported by: 

Edinburgh Review 
Free University 
Scottish Child magazine 


TASK: to explore the possibilities for, and constraints on self- 
determination in our individual, social, cultural and political 
lives. 

METHOD: devise a programme of talks, discussions, group 
workshops, readings and performances; 

gather a membership (approx 300) from people in 
Scotland who have demonstrated self-determined activity, writers 
and artists from Scotland and elsewhere who have an interest, and 
theorists and commentators who can contribute; 

structure the event in such a way that the gathering 
itself is a platform for learning through experience. Process, as 
well as content will be a legitimate subject for study, 
particularly those aspects which touch on self-determination and 
power. 

EVENT MANAGEMENT: (at the present, but to be expanded) James 
Kelman, Derek Rodger. 
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Proposed programme 
Wed 10th January 


9.30- 10.30 Registration and coffee 

10.30- 11.00 Opening remarks/ Setting the context/ 

Organisation. 


11.00-12.30 Self-determination: a life task, a political 

task Noam Chomsky (45 - 50 minutes) 


12.30-1.45 


Remarks and thoughts in reply by one or two 
commentators with specific reference to the 
Scottish context - George Davie? 

James Kelman? 
JieaWteefcerson? 




1.45 -3.15 Workshop groups 

Fifteen groups Df approx 20 people. Each 
group will be led by an event member designated by the event 
management. 

The task of the workshop group will be to 
study through practical example, and through the experience of 
the group, the possibilities for, and obstacles to self- 
determined action. 


3.15 Coffee/tea in group rooms 

4.00 -4.30 Plenary Panel discussion - Chomsky and 

others. 


4.30 - 7.30 


7.30 - 12.00 


No Programme- bar open, book stalls, displays 


W|Zn£jtf • 

Readings and Concert 
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Thursday 11th January 


10.00 Coffee 


10.30 -12.30 Self-determination and power - the experience 
in other settings 

A small panel of three (?) speakers who will 
give 20 - 25 minute inputs on their own perspectives. Possible 
contributors include: Ngugi 0’Thiongo - exiled Kenyan writer 
Adonis - Palestinian poet 
Mamood Jamal - British/Asian poet 
broadcaster and film-maker 
South African? 

International Monetary Fund/’ Economist??? 


TR^ITIOW av\c\ E*1ST£AJCE 

;XUNi£ JORDAN 

"Tom l. 

CHlMlOE JZU 


12.30 -1.45 LUNCH 


1.45 - 3.15 
3.15 

4.00 - 4.30 


Workshop groups 
Coffee/tea in group rooms 

Plenary Panel discussion lec\ I )\J CHOM5KV 


4.30 - 7.30 No programme- bar open, book stalls, displays 


7.30 - 12.00 Readings and concert (possibly in another 

venue with public access) 
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Revised Draft Proposal for a 


SELF-DETERMINATION & POWER event 

DATES: 10, January 1990 
LOCATION: Pearce Institute, Govan 


Organised and Supported by: 

Edinburgh Review - (to be confirmed) 
Free University 
Scottish Child magazine 


Self-determination in the world is a universal task. How does the 
individual establish self in the group/ institution/ society? How 
do groups with common interests achieve their goals in their 
political context? 

This jointly run event will, from the keynote contribution by 
American radical critic, Noam Chomsky, look at the task of self- 
determination in the contemporary Scottish context. 


Proposed programme 
Wed 10th January 

9.30- 10.30 Registration and coffee 

10.30- 11.00 Opening remarks/ Setting the context/ 

Organisation. 

11.00-12.30 Self-determination: a life task, a political 

task Noam Chomsky (45 - 50 minutes) 

Remarks and thoughts in reply by one or two 
commentators with specific reference to the 
Scottish context: James Kelman/ } 

Derek Rodger/ } one to 
female speaker } chair 

12.30- 1.45 LLNCH (Catering on the premises) 

1.45 -3.15 Discussion groups 

Maximum fifteen groups of maximum 20 people. 
Each group will be led by an event member designated by the event 
management. 

The task of the workshop group will be to 
study through members own experience, the possibilities for, and 
obstacles to self-determined action in Scotland. 


3.15 


Coffee/tea 


3.45 -4.30 
others. 


Plenary Panel discussion - Noam Chomsky and 


4.30 - 7.30 No Programme- bar open, book stalls, displays 

7.30 - 12.00 Readings and Concert 

programs to be worked out in outline 


OPTIONAL and/or SEPARATE EVENT 
Thursday 11th January 

2.00 - 4.00 Optional/ Separate Seminar 

held in Pearce Institute CR other venue 
Noam Chomsky and others on a philosophical theme 


| o(\U 

l& 


Clr yH^ 

drc 


4.00 - 4.30 Coffee/Tea 

4.30 - 7.30 Bar/ Bookstalls / Displays 

7.30 - 12.00 Readings and Concert 


An invited membership will comprise about one third of the 
participants. These will include: 

15 workshop group leaders; 

a number of Scottish writers, critics, and commentators; 
a similar group from furth of Scotland; 

about 30 (2 per workshop) people who have made qrear efforts at 
determination. These could include: members of community action 
groups, tenants groups, anti-dampness in housing campaigners, 
women’s groups, ethnic rights groups, the peace movement/anti 
nuclear campaigners, workers’ co-ops, youth groups etc. etc. 


jo pH - 

lo3c \\&c )cc>y 

/) -ft? 124s Al'nn-z-r 

2 -te&'dO 

3 lo - 4^ -k*/ cr-(j?v 

4c yi’SO 6\)k.m trfletJ 


All writers and musicians who are attending will be invited to 
perform/read in the evening event (s). 


The remainder of the membership will be drawn up by application 
through publicity. 




CHILDHOOD AND NATIONHOOD 


""...Nasty dirty little things, little girls are. 61 ad I never 
was one.'’ 

H,i 0h, out surely you must have been a little girl once, 
Headmistress. Surely you were.” 

""Not tor long anyway," Miss Trunchbull barked, grinning. “I 
became a woman very quickly.” 


Just like authoritarian propaganda merchants, and cower brokers 
everywhere, the boorishly autocratic Miss Trunchbull in Roald 
Dahl's Matilda , to suit her power oosition in the present, has to 
deny and alter the past. No matter how aosurd the ciaim - 
Trunchbull’ s that she was not a child tor long - it has to be 
believed and bolstered, less the regime at Crunchem Hall should 
falter. 

Contrived, caricatured, and comic book style it may be, the 
creator of the Trunchbull regime has written trenchantly 
elsewhere of being himself condemned to an English oublic school 
education, ano of its irredeemable class bias. 

for the joke that is Matilda, as all jokes do, contains a number 
of truths about reai-iife experience. Not the least of these is 
tne connection between social and political systems and the ways 
that oeople relate to each other within them. And high in 
importance among the form of social relationships - a theme 
underlying the existence of Scottish Child - is the way the young 
are socialised. 

Socialised with now much of a sense of worth, of possibility, and 
of hope, depends on a number of things. Our history, traditions, 
cultural and educational values, our religious, philosophical and 
moral precepts, and our form of government - all set the stage 
for the growing mind. 

in recent months, Scottish Child has tried to examine a number of 
the influences on the rising generation. Our issue on Poverty 
Politics sought to explore how the experience of poverty for many 
Scottish families conditions their lives. In the "thriving 
enterprise culture’, the way that people, including children, are 
regarded as mere commodities; the perceptions of power encouraged 
within a state with a prominent monarchy; control of the mass 
media by multi-national conglomerates - ail have been subject to 
attention in these pages in recent months. 

Of course, there are traditions even in the ways that these 
matters can be looked at. It is important, we feel, not to be 
hidebound in our discussions by predetermined ways of thinking. 
Certainly it is a relief that the divide between individual and 
social determinants of human consciousness is beginning, even in 
the darkest corners, to be crumbling. It is much more demanding, 
and a good deal more exciting, to regard the relation between the 
individual and the environment as an ever-moving dynamic. 
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Take the notion of seif -determination, for example. Few beyond 
the most blinkered career politicians would seriously argue that 
some kind of successful resolution to the efforts of the 
Constitutional Convention to set up a measure of self-government 
in Scotland would make us all, at a stroke, self-determined. In 
spite of the denials of the Miss Trunchbulls of this world, we 
have our personal beginnings, our shared history. 

If in Scotland, in Cnristooher Smout’s words, we continue telling 
the young, through our own actions and attitudes, to “"fear what 
is new, believe the difficult to be impossible, draw back from 
responsibility, and afford established authority and tradition an 
exagaerated respect’ % - then nothing will have realiy changed. 

Constitutional change, without a commensurate growth in the way 
we perceive the world will not amount to much. 

To take the discussion of this dynamic further, Scottish Child is 
planning a series of events. Bringing people together to tackle 
the complexities of childhood and nationhood will develop the 
necessarv task of addressing the human implications of possible 
structural change. Should the current manoeuvrings in the 
political arena (perish the thought!) come to nothing, then such 
work might even enhance our capacity, individually and 
collectively, to manage it better in the future, (box) 


NOAM CHOMSKY IN GLASGOW 

The American academic and critic, Noam Chomsky, will visit 
Glasgow next January to give an address as part of Scottish 
Child ’s Childhood and Nationhood series of events, 

Noam Chomsky is Institute Professor at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and is widely regarded as America’s 
leading radical intellectual (see adjacent Profile). He has 
agreed to give an address on the theme of Seif determination - a 
life task and a political task . 

Having written and lectured extensively on the implications of 
U.S. foreign and domestic policy, he will bring, according to 
Scottish Child editor, Derek fiodqer, "“a fresh perspective, and 
an international one to the current interest in Scottish life 
with notions of seif -oeter mi nation.” 

Chomsky comes with a wealth of observation of the efforts of 
peoples around the globe to achieve autonomy and self- 
determination - and the consequences of crossing the interests of 
bigger and superpower neighbours. 

This event, which will take place at a venue in Glasgow on 
January 10th next year, is likely to attract a good deal of 
interest from many sectors, both north and south of the border. 
Further details will be announced in the next issue, and through 
publicity. (box) 
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Profile - Noam Chomsky 


To confront a mind that radically alters our perception of the 
world is one of life's unsettling yet liberating experiences. Sc 
begins editor, James Peck's introduction to The Chomsky Reader - 
a collection of some of Noam Chomsky’s most prominent writings, 
published in Britain last year. 

The range of interest is formidable. Questions of human 
intelligence, creativity, the nature of power and terrorism, the 
role of the ii.S. in Vietnam and in Central America today, Chomsky 
writes with a critical edge and an independence of mind that is 
not rivalled by many. 

Certainly, although himself a member of the academic community - 
he holds professorship at the Department of Linguistics and 
Philosophy at Massachusetts Institute of Technology - it does not 
tie him to fall in line with the intellectual establishment. On 
the contrary. 

"■What you often find,” Chomsky was quoted in a recent 
interview, ""is that intellectuals are the most indoctrinated 
part of the population - they are the ideological managers, so 
they have to internalise the propaganda. They have to believe 
it.” His latest book. The Manufacturing of Consent attends to 
the way power, and belief in that power, is won by the most 
powerful nation on earth. 

Americas’ s leading dissident - as at least one reviewer has 
described Chomsky - strikes at the heart of the self-image of 
the United States establishment view, that America is a benign 
giant with the interests of freedom at heart. The reality in 
Chomsky’s terms is closer to the position that America, at home 
and abroad, acts in the interests of its ruling mega-corporation 
and military elite, and will not stop at subterfuge and force. 
The consequences reverberate throughout the world. Not 
surorisingly Chomsky himself has his critics. 

"“Most American commentators stopped debating US foreign policy 
with Chomsky long ago: answer not the fool according to his folly 
lest thou be like unto him,” began a debative article by John 
Taft in an issue of The Listener this Spring. 

Born in 1928, Chomsky grew up in Philadelphia, the son of Jewish 
immigrants from Eastern Europe. The young Noam learned Hebrew and 
from an early age attended a progressive school. He claims it 
never occurred to him until he went to high school that he was a 
“good student’ who would get straight “A”s. Schools, he feels, 
could be run quite differently, but that a society based on 
authoritarian hierarchic institutions would not tolerate a 
creative education for very long. 

Having developed an interest in linguistics, by 1957 he had 
published Syntactic Structures , a book that revolutionised the 
subject. Exploring the roots of human knowledge through language 
led his mind to politics, where he has contributed ideas through 
a prolific output of papers, lectures and books ever since. 

Ever critical of the nature of power in his own context, of the 
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obfuscating role of the media and other professional ideologists, 
Chomsky is nonetheless a believer in the "“commonsense capacities 
of people”. In the modern world, according to Chomsky, it’s not 
that people do not use their commonsense and intellectual skills. 
They do, but in areas that have no meaning... i!!, as a displacement 
from the serious problems which one cannot influence and affect 
because the cower happens to lie elsewhere,” 

He has studied the efforts of the peoples of South East Asia, the 
Middle East and in Central America to strive for autonomy and 
self-determination. Should they conflict even indirectly with 
"America's fifth freedom' - the right to protect its own economic 
interests - then the reprisals, can be summary and ruthless. 

It is in the task of changing the balance of cower for the mass 
of people that Noam Chomsky is determinedly, and to the chagrin 
of his critics, rationally engaged, (box) 
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Self -determination and Power 


Dates; 10 and 11 January, 1989 

Location; Pearce Insitute, 840 Sovan Road, Sovan, Glasgow 
Organised and Supported by: 


SCOTTISH CHILD FREE UNIVERSITY EDINBURGH REVIEW 


Noam Chomsky , as well as being Professor of Linguistics and 
Philosophy at the liassachussets Institute of Technology, is 
America’s foremost radical thinker, will lead off the proceedings 
with a keynote address on Wed 10th January on the theme - 

Self-Determination - a life tasK and a political task 

Self-determination is a key issue, not just in modern Scotland, 
but for all peoples at all points in history. How we determine 
our lives as individuals, and how power is determined between 
groups and interests in a society, is the stuff, not only of 
"politics’, but of life itself. 


Commonsense and Freedom is the title of a day long seminar on 
Thursday 11th January. Led off by Noam Chomsky, the day will 
explore the Common Sense tradition of knowing the world. Strongly 
supported in Scottish philosophical traditions, "common sense 7 
takes the view that we innately "know 7 . Consequently imperial 
power interests attack the common sense tradition, if only to 
preserve their own right to govern. 


Other contributors on both days include: 

Kathy Acker, George Davie, Alasdair Gray, Hamish Henderson, James 
Reiman, Jackie Kay, Tom Leonard, Sorley Maclean, Tom Ra$tert£^ 



ALSO Other quests, members of groups who have taken part in self- 
determined activity, writers and musicians. 

PLUS Books, workshops, stalls, exhibits, creche, catering and 
bar. 

AND following on from each day, two evenings of music, readings 
and ceilidh. 


COME TO ONE DAY OR BOTH 


BUT BOOK EARLY! 


This event is likely to be heavily oversubscribed. 
Applications should be received by October 31st. 


YES, I want to attend the Self-Determination and Power event. 
Please send me full details and event programme. 

Send me tickets for Self-determination - a life task and a 

political task for Wednesday 10th January, 1990 at £10 each 
(unwaged £6) including snack lunch. 


Send me .......tickets for Commonsense and rreedom for Thursday 

11th January 1990 at £10 each (unwaged £6) including snack lunch. 


I need ...... place(s) for children aged ...... in the creche on 

............. (dates). 

Send Cheques (or banker’s draft in pounds sterling) for total 
amount and make payable to? Scottish Child Pearce Event 


NAME. 


ADDRESS. 


TEL. 


So that the organisers can make up balanced discussion groups as 
part of the programme on each day, please state your OCCUPATION/ 
AREA OF INTEREST 

Return this form with remittance to: Scottish Child, 4 Garrioch 
Drive, Glasgow G20 8RP 


Accommodation - _»u|i_ iiriiii~~‘~f~~ir can be offered 
by the organisers. State your needs on this return, and give a 
day and evening telephone number. 

HOW TO GET THERE 

The Pearce Institute is sited adjacent to Govan Cross Shopping 
Centre on Govan Road, 

Train If arriving in Glasgow by train at either Queen Street or 
Central Station, use the Underground Station at Buchanan Street, 
and alight at Govan Station. 

Bus Govan Bus Station is at Govan Cross, and is two minutes walk 
from the Pearce Institute. Use bus numbers 17, 23, and 34 from 
Southside, and 23 fc 24 (red bus) from town. 

Car Leave the MB motorway at Junction 23, proceed down Broomloan 
Road (past Ibros Stadium) to Govan Road and turn left. Adjacent 
parking available. 


QUOTES 


'"'What you often find is that intellectuals are the fliost 
indoctrinated part of the population - they are the ideological 
managers, so they have to internalise the propaganda. They have 
to believe it.” Noam Chomsky 

"“People who are independent-minded and cannot be trusted to be 
obedient don’t make it (in journalism and the academic 
professions) - they’re often filtered out along the way.” 

Noam Chomsky 

""People are using their commonsense and intellectual skills (in 
radio sports programme phone-ins)... at a high degree of thought 
and analysis. But in an area which has no meaning and prodably 
thrives because it has no meaning, as a displacement from the 
serious problems which one cannot influence and affect because 
the power happens to lie elsewhere. ’’ Noam Chomsky 


This is the era of the expert, the specialist, the person society 
pays to know. The expert is the person who gets paid a very large- 
salary to define concepts like starvation, dampness in council 
housing, poverty, torture. The expert also redefines statistics 
such as the unemployment figures, infant mortality rates and so 
on. Some would argue that the real job of the expert is to 
obscure reality, to draw a veil over what is actually happening 
in the world. 

Aside from his work on international politics, Noam Chomsky is a 
major philosopher of this century. Central to his thesis is a 
very basic and apparently obvious point, that people can think 
for themselves. Everybody can know and everybody can judge. 

Another name for this is "Common Sense’. In Scotland, as in 
France, there has been a very strong tradition in the philosophy 
of "Common Sense’ - our entire education system used to be 
grounded on it. But for the past two or three hundred years 
political power has been held by those whose vested interests are 
in direct conflict with the entire notion of "Common Sense’. 

Their line of thought has to justify their right to know what you 
need, no matter what you have to say on the subject. It also has 
to justify your loss of the right to argue the point. It is a 
philosophy that exists to ratify every form of exploitation, from 
colonial rule to slavery, from the suppression of trades unions 
to child prostitution. The history of the violation of huma. 
rights travels the same path as the history of the attack on 
"Common Sense’. 

It is something of a "coincidence’ that where "Common Sense’ 
exists, so does the idea of "freedom’; It is no accident that 
Noam Chomsky’s work is banned in some countries in the world, and 
detested by the ruling minorities in almost every other. 


James Kelman 



Workshop? are scheduled each day between 4.30 and 7.30 p.rn. We would like to 
leave as much space as possible free for a flexible reponse to isues that arse in debate 
or from world events that are due to unfold. Therefore, it would be heloful if you could 


1. Whether a li hour workshop would be enough to cover your workshop. 

2. Whether you anticipate a fairly small gathering and you could cope with a partitioned 
s area of a large room. 

3. Whether your have strong preferences for a Wednesday or Thursday slot, or late 
afternoon or evening, since it would be helpful if some workshop organisers can let 
us allocate them a slot to fit round others who do not have the luxury of either day. 

4. Whether you need any special facilities to be arranged, e.g. overhead projector. 

(It would be better lor us if you could provide these facilities yourselves if possible). 

5. We may have to approach some workshop organisers, if there is a considerable overlap 
in the topic proposed and a surplus of proposed workshops, to consider merging their 
discussions. Although it is too early to anticipate this at present. 

An imaginary workshop structure may look like this:~ 
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4. 30/3. 00p.m. 6. 03/7. 35p.m. 4.3G/6.00p.rn, 6.05/7 .35p.m. 
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*PT. 2 on Friday Afternoon 1.30 - 4.30 


Workshop Co-ordinator Keith Miller. Telephone Enquiries (041-427 6398) 


